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Agenda

Application Updates – Important Dates

Navigating the Online Application 
Portal

Q&A3
2



Important Dates
Application Process Due Date
Letter of Intent August 7, 2026 (5:00PM)
Application Submission June 1, 2026 – August 28, 2026 (5:00PM)

Review
Application Reviews September 2026 – October 2026
Interview Notification October 19, 2026 – October 23, 2026

Applicant Interviews with Applicant and Mentor
Applicant’s primary mentor is requested to attend this 20-minute 
applicant interview. Reserve these future dates on the calendar as 
other options will not be provided. Applicants will receive interview 
notification October 19, 2026 - October 23, 2026, as well as a copy 
of reviewers’ comments. Please be prepared to address reviewers’ 
comments during the interview. Further instructions will be provided 
at that time.

Dates/Times TBD 
(Info to be updated by mid-July 2026 on SC CTSI website.)

Award Notification & Appointment
Notification of Awards December 4, 2026
Awardee Orientation (Awardee and Mentor) Dates/Times TBD 

(Conducted before Christmas break 2026. Info to be updated on 
SC CTSI website by mid-July 2026.)

MCD-CTS Program Start Date April 1, 2027 3



4

Additional Info Sessions

KL2 Q&A – Ask Us Anything
Date: July 14, 2026
Time: 9:00AM

Recordings available on MCD-CTS Application 
Details Webpage 
• Info Session 1 & 2: Training Program Overview 
• Info Session 3: Application Portal Walkthrough



Overview of 
Application 

Portal
Live 

Demonstration

InfoReady: MCD-CTS/KL2 Online Application 
Portal
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InfoReady Application Portal

Find MCD-CTS/KL2 Award

Click Apply 



7

InfoReady Application Portal

Login 
If you have an existing 
account, login with email 
and password.

Or

Register
Create a new account.
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InfoReady Application Portal
Details Button to review application information and supporting 
documents.
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InfoReady Application Portal

My Application Button to start your application.
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InfoReady Application Portal

Personal Details:
• Name 
• Professional Title
• Department Info
• Contact Info
• eRA Commons Username
• Demographic Information
• Primary Mentor and 

Co-mentor(s) Information
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Application Details:
• Research Title
• Translational Priorities
• IRB Approval Status

• Financial Information
o Percent Effort (50% for surgeons or 75%)
o Annual Salary

InfoReady Application Portal
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Upload  Files:
1. Response to Critiques (if applicable)
2. Letters of Recommendation

InfoReady Application Portal
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InfoReady Application Portal
3. Proposed Mentoring Plan 

• Career Development Goals
• Research Project
• Extramural Funding, Manuscript, Meeting 

Presentation Timeline

4. Proposed Education Plan
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InfoReady Application Portal
5.  Proposed Research Plan

o Personal Statement
o Structured Abstract
o Specific Aims

o Research Strategy
o Preliminary Data
o Cited Literature
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InfoReady Application Portal
6. Applicant Biosketch
7. Applicant Curriculum Vitae
8. Signature Page 
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Save as Draft to return to edit your application.
Submit Application to complete submission.
Note: Once submitted, the system does not permit an application to be 
returned. Any requested revisions must be completed by KL2 staff.

InfoReady Application Portal



Live Demonstration
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KL2@sc-ctsi.org 
or
Jeanne Dzekov McKean
Program Manager
dzekov@med.usc.edu

@SoCalCTSI (323) 442-CTSA @SoCalCTSI
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