COVID-19 Vaccines:
Common Concerns
As the COVID-19 vaccine becomes more
widely available, we understand you may
have questions and concerns about the
safety, effectiveness and side effects that
come with the vaccine. We have put together
a list of common questions from the
community and responses that have been
vetted by medical experts. Please feel free to
share this document with your family, friends,
neighbors and members of your community.
Together, we can stop COVID-19.

Dean's Community Corner:
The COVID-19 Vaccine is S.A.F.E.
Interim Dean Narsing A. Rao, M.D. gets his vaccine

How are vaccines developed?
Most vaccines have been in use for decades, with
millions of people receiving them safely every year. As
with all medicines, every vaccine must go through
extensive and rigorous testing to ensure it is safe before
it can be introduced in a country’s vaccine program.

Do I need the vaccine if I already had COVID-19?
We don’t know how long natural immunity – the immunity you get from having been sick – lasts. We also don’t
know if it is complete. There have been a few well-documented cases of people being infected twice. So even if
you have had COVID-19 and recovered, you will benefit from the vaccine.

The vaccine was developed too fast. I do not trust that it’s safe.
These vaccines could be made fast and still be safe: There was a lot of research done on the kind of virus that
causes COVID-19 before this virus showed up. Funding from the U.S. and world was spent to get many companies
to work on this vaccine and to put all their scientists to work on it around the clock. While every step that must
be followed to make a new vaccine and be sure it is safe was followed, some of the steps were done at the same
time instead of one after another. It is like cooking several parts of a meal at once instead of cooking one course
at a time. You get done sooner but it’s just as good.

Am I more likely to die from getting the vaccine than from getting COVID-19?
COVID-19 is a lethal disease and more than 2.4 million people have died from it worldwide. No one has died
from the two approved vaccines.

Will the vaccine make me sick with COVID-19?
No. You cannot get the disease from the vaccine, and the current vaccines do not include the virus in any form.

Is there a microchip in the vaccine that can be used to track me?
No. This story seems to have spread on the Internet based on a Facebook post that said Bill Gates was planning to
use a microchip to identify people who have been tested for COVID-19. Mr. Gates had commented on a research
study that had nothing to do with COVID-19 and nothing to do with anything being implanted.

Can the vaccines cause autism or other serious health problems?
No. Like other approved vaccines, scientists believe the COVID-19 vaccine does not cause disorders like
autism or other problems.

For more information: Visit VACCINATELACOUNTY.COM
or call 833-540-0473 8 a.m. to 8:30 p.m., 7 days a week

What are common side
effects of vaccines?
Mild fever
Chills
Feeling tired
Headache
Muscle and joint aches
Pain, swelling, or redness
where the shot was given

Will the vaccine affect my or my
partner’s ability to have a baby?
No. There have been headlines and rumors in the
media and on social media about the vaccine causing
infertility for women. Health experts say that there is no
evidence that receiving the vaccine causes infertility,
affects DNA or egg cells.

Can the genetic material in the virus
change my genes?
No. The genetic material in these vaccines, called mRNA,
tells your body to make a protein that kicks your immune
system into action.

What is the difference between each brand
of vaccine, which one is better?
Both the Pfizer and the Moderna vaccine were shown to
be about 95% effective in large-scale studies that
included thousands of participants.

How do I sign up to get a vaccine?
Visit this webpage: www.vaccinatelacounty.com. Once you are on the website, click on the button to make an
appointment and follow the instructions to schedule your COVID-19 Vaccine appointment.

I just received my first dose. How do I ensure I get my second dose?
When you get your first dose, you will receive a vaccine record card and from there you should be able to
schedule your second appointment by calling 833-540-0473 or by scheduling it online on vaccinatelacounty.com

Does the vaccine cost money?
No. COVID-19 vaccine will be given to LA county residents at no cost and regardless of immigration status. Your
doctor or pharmacy may charge a fee for giving the vaccine, but it should be covered by public and private
insurance companies. People without health insurance can get COVID-19 vaccines at no cost.

When will children get the vaccine?
Children will not be offered vaccines in the near future.

Black and Latinx communities are being singled out to get the vaccine but it
hasn’t really been proven to be safe.
There are certainly historical reasons for Black and Latinx communities to fear being singled out. The concern
is justified because people of color and marginalized groups have, in the past, been coerced and subjugated to
participating in drug trials and medical procedures without informed consent, patient protections, or ethical
practices. That is not the case here. The two vaccines now available were tested on diverse populations. In fact,
efforts were made to assure inclusion of Black and Latinx volunteers in proportions equal to their proportion in
the population just to make sure there weren’t factors that would make a vaccine less effective or less safe in
either of those groups. A big effort was made to include members of those groups, to assure that they would
not be victims of medical neglect, which is the other side of the coin in regard to medical racism.
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